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Abstract

The reactor thermal power is the basic reference parameter in the reactor design,
operation. and safety. Most plant designs and operations are performed for the 100%
rated thermal power. Since the value and meaning of the thermal power limit, and
reactor operation method to observe it are not dearly documented, fhey are presented
here. Tt is also shown how the reactor thermal power limit is presently respected in
the plant operations of the domestic CANDU, Westinglhouse, Framatome and ABB-CE
type reactors. From this, it can be said in a regulatory perspective fhat ABB-CE type
reactors are operating in a recommendable way of not exceeding the reactor thermal
power limut using an ondine menitoring systemn of COLSS.  Also USA and Korea
regulatory posibons on  the reactor thermal power limit are summarized and
presented.  Finally, improvement items for better reactor thermal power limit
observation are presented along wath recommendation items.
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